Palau Citator Version 1.2 (07/30/2025)

Citator of the Published Judicial Decisions of Palau
Compiled by Kevin Bennardo*

Version 1.2
Current through July 30, 2025/ 2025 Palau 11

Table of Contents

Preface 2
1 ROP Intrm. 4
2 ROP Intrm. 28
3 ROP Intrm. 39
4 ROP Intrm. 55
5 ROP Intrm. 69
6 ROP Intrm. 88
7 ROP Intrm. 103
8 ROP Intrm. 123
9 ROP 154
10 ROP 173
11 ROP 186
12 ROP 205
13 ROP 215
14 ROP 231
15 ROP 242
16 ROP 250
17 ROP 263
18 ROP 274
19 ROP 281
20 ROP 288
21 ROP 300
22 ROP 305
23 ROP 314
2016 Palau 315
2017 Palau 320
2018 Palau 328
2019 Palau 332
2020 Palau 339
2021 Palau 345
2022 Palau 351
2023 Palau 354
2024 Palau 357
2025 Palau 361
Appendix 362

* Clinical Professor of Law at the University of North Carolina School of Law and Non-Resident
Associate Justice of the Supreme Court of the Republic of Palau. This citator is the work of the compiler
and 1s not an official publication of the Supreme Court.



Palau Citator Version 1.2 (07/30/2025)

Preface
Please read this first before using the citator.
What is a citator?

A citator is a research tool that identifies subsequent citations of judicial opinions. It
1dentifies what later opinions have cited to a particular decision. This information
can be useful to find additional relevant opinions on specific research topics. It is also
useful to identify when a decision’s holding has been subsequently overruled or
modified by later case law.

How comprehensive is the citator?

Starting with version 1.2, the citator is very comprehensive through its release date.
The shortfalls identified in the earlier versions of the citator have now been
systematically eliminated. I've done what I can to identify and include all citations
that follow both standard and a variety of non-standard formatting, citations to not-
yet-published slip opinions, citations that break across lines or pages of text, and
citations that are broken by pagination indicators.

However, my confidence in the comprehensiveness of the citator is matched by my
confidence that it is not 100% comprehensive. While a data set of this size, there are
almost certainly some small fraction of citations that my search methodology failed
to capture because the citations contain some unanticipated irregularity. If you
uncover any, please let me know.

How to use the citator?

To use the citator, look up the judicial opinion that you care about. For example, let’s
say that you intend to rely on the decision of Rechelulk v. Tmilchol, 2 ROP Intrm. 277
(1991) in a brief that you are submitting to a court. Before submitting the brief, look
that case up in the 2 ROP Intrm. section of this citator and you will see that thirteen
subsequent decisions are listed beneath it (this information is on page 37 of this
citator). These thirteen decisions listed below Rechelulk on page 37 have all cited
Rechelulk for one thing or another. If you want to find cases on similar topics as
Rechelulk, you could look through those thirteen opinions to see if they are similarly
on point. At a minimum, you should look at the most recent decisions that have cited
Rechelulk to confirm that Rechelulk has not been subsequently overruled or otherwise
modified since it was decided in 1991.

For those who practice law in Palauan courts, I recommend that you make it part of
your routine to use this citator to look up every judicial opinion that you intend to cite
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in your briefs. This will help ensure that the opinions you rely on remain “good law.”
Additionally, it may help you to locate other relevant cases.

Does this citator distinguish between positive and negative treatment?

No. This citator does not indicate why a case cited an earlier case. The citation could
be associated with negative treatment (like overruling the previous case), or it could
be associated with positive treatment (like agreeing with the previous case). The
citator only identifies that a citation occurred, which is not inherently positive or
negative.

Does this citator identify the level of court or type of opinion?

This citator indicates the court that issued each opinion in the parenthetical at the
end of each citation. No court abbreviation in the parenthetical indicates that it is an
opinion of the Appellate Division. Opinions of the Trial Division, Land Court, Court
of Common Pleas, Disciplinary Tribunal, and Judicial Disciplinary Tribunal are
specifically indicated as such. However, this citator does not indicate whether a
citation appears in a majority opinion, concurring opinion, or dissenting opinion.

How was this citator created and funded?

The citator was created using the opinions publicly available on the “Cases &
Judgments” page of the Supreme Court’s website (www.palausupremecourt.net). It
was assembled without the use of artificial intelligence. The methodology of how the
citator was created is further explained in the Appendix. The initial creation of the
original version of the citator was funded by a research grant by the University of
North Carolina School of Law. This citator is intended to be distributed free of charge
to all who wish to use it.

How often will this citator be updated?
I plan to update the citator at the beginning of each calendar year. Smaller updates
may occur more frequently to patch errors and omissions. The version and currency

of the citator will always appear on the title page and the top of each page.

What should you do if you spot an error or an omission?

Please let me know! Email me at bennardo@unc.edu to report any errors, questions,
concerns, or suggestions.


http://www.palausupremecourt.net/
mailto:bennardo@unc.edu
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Mesebeluu v. Ha, 2024 Palau 20

Cited by

2024 ‘ China Tourism Dev. Grp., Inc. v. Blailes, 2024 Palau 22

Estate of Kebekol v. Nogerturong Lineage, 2024 Palau 21

Not cited

China Tourism Dev. Grp., Inc. v. Blailes, 2024 Palau 22

Not cited

Ulengchong v. Republic of Palau, 2024 Palau 23

Not cited

Francisco v. Negeuch Clan, 2024 Palau 24

Not cited

In re Kennedy, 2024 Palau 25 (Disc. Trib.)

Cited by

2024 In re Toribiong, 2024 Palau 26 (Disc. Trib.)

2024 In re Kennedy, 2024 Palau 31 (Disc. Trib.)

In re Toribiong, 2024 Palau 26 (Disc. Trib.)

Not cited

Salii v. Republic of Palau, 2024 Palau 27

Not cited

Ngiraingas v. Reapportionment Commission, 2024 Palau 28

Not cited

August v. Delumeau, 2024 Palau 29

Not cited

Tirso v. Tirso, 2024 Palau 30

Not cited

In re Kennedy, 2024 Palau 31 (Disc. Trib.)
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Yano v. Lakobong, 2024 Palau 32

Not cited

359


http://www.palausupremecourt.net/doc/NeutralCitations/2024/2024%20Palau%2020.pdf
http://www.palausupremecourt.net/doc/NeutralCitations/2024/2024%20Palau%2022.pdf
http://www.palausupremecourt.net/doc/NeutralCitations/2024/2024%20Palau%2021.pdf
http://www.palausupremecourt.net/doc/NeutralCitations/2024/2024%20Palau%2022.pdf
http://www.palausupremecourt.net/doc/NeutralCitations/2024/2024%20Palau%2023_.pdf
http://www.palausupremecourt.net/doc/NeutralCitations/2024/2024%20Palau%2024.pdf
http://www.palausupremecourt.net/doc/NeutralCitations/2024/2024%20Palau%2025.pdf
http://www.palausupremecourt.net/doc/NeutralCitations/2024/2024%20Palau%2026.pdf
http://www.palausupremecourt.net/doc/NeutralCitations/2024/2024%20Palau%2031.pdf
http://www.palausupremecourt.net/doc/NeutralCitations/2024/2024%20Palau%2026.pdf
http://www.palausupremecourt.net/doc/NeutralCitations/2024/2024%20Palau%2027.pdf
http://www.palausupremecourt.net/doc/NeutralCitations/2024/2024%20Palau%2028.pdf
http://www.palausupremecourt.net/doc/NeutralCitations/2024/2024%20Palau%2029.pdf
http://www.palausupremecourt.net/doc/NeutralCitations/2024/2024%20Palau%2030.pdf
http://www.palausupremecourt.net/doc/NeutralCitations/2024/2024%20Palau%2031.pdf
http://www.palausupremecourt.net/doc/NeutralCitations/2024/2024%20Palau%2032.pdf

2024 Palau Palau Citator Version 1.2 (07/30/2025)

Sadao v. Ngikleb, 2024 Palau 33 (Tr. Div.)
Not cited

Republic of Palau v. Ye, 2024 Palau 34 (Tr. Div.)
Not cited
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2025 PALAU BEGIN

Salii v. Gibbons, 2025 Palau 1

Not cited

Sumang v. Isechal, 2025 Palau 2

Not cited

Uludong v. Ministry of Health and Human Servs., 2025 Palau 3

Not cited

Republic of Palau v. Beches, 2025 Palau 4

Not cited

Terekieu Clan v. Masami (Masami II), 2025 Palau 5

Not cited

Ngerulekong Lineage v. Chin, 2025 Palau 6

Not cited

Kebekol v. Kebekol, 2025 Palau 7

Not cited

Joshua v. Yamanguchi, 2025 Palau 8

Not cited

Teltull v. Soc. Sec. Admin., 2025 Palau 9

Not cited

Mekui v. Kaiichi, 2025 Palau 10

Not cited

Ngiraingas v. Albert, 2025 Palau 11

Not cited
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Appendix

This appendix is designed to explain the methodology used to create the citator. The
citator was created entirely using documents that are publicly available on the “Cases
& Judgments” page of the Supreme Court’s website (www.palausupremecourt.net).

Using the full-text search tool on the “Decision Search Page,” I first searched each of
the citations to the over 1662 published Palauan decisions starting with “1 ROP
Intrm 1” through “2025 Palau 11” using quotations marks. For each search, I sorted
the results by date and cut and paste the results into an Excel spreadsheet.

In addition to searching for each properly formatted citation, I also attempted to
locate mis-cited cases. For example, I searched “9 ROP Intrm”, “10 ROP Intrm”, and
so on to find citations that inadvertently included “Intrm” in the citation even after
1t was removed from the name of the reporter. I also searched for variations such as
“ROP Interm” and “Interim”. In order to find citations to slip opinions, I searched
many variations (“Civ App”, “Crim App”, “Civil App”, “Criminal App”, “slip op”, “slip
opinion”). Furthermore, I ran a variety of searches involving the page indicator
symbol (L) to locate citations that were interrupted by a page indicator.

To serve as quality control, I had my research assistant* create a Table of Authorities
for 5% of the opinions in version 1.0 of the citator. To do this, I selected every 20th
published opinion. This produced a quality-control set of 82 opinions. For each of
these 82 opinions, my research assistant downloaded the opinion and searched for
citations within it by searching for “ROP”, “ROP Intrm”, and “Palau”. She then listed
the citations that appeared within each opinion. The 82 opinions in the quality-
control set included citations to 378 Palauan opinions.

When I cross-referenced the 378 citations from the quality-control set against the
citator, I found that the original citator was missing 67 of them (17.72%). When 1
investigated further, I discovered that the missing citations occurred because the full-
text search tool on the Decision Search Page does not retrieve quoted search terms
that break across more than one line of text. To remedy this shortfall, we manually
searched the PDF of every Palauan opinion for citations that broke across lines of
text. We have now completed that process and version 1.2 of the citator includes more
than 1200 additional citations that were missing from version 1.0.

The work of citatorizing is never done, at least not as long as new opinions are being
generated. I expect that the next update to the citator will be the release of version
2.0 at the end of the calendar year.

* Katie Southwick (UNC School of Law Class of 2026).
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